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ASHDALE SECONDARY COLLEGE — GRADUATION CEREMONY 
Statement 

HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [5.48 pm]: This evening it gives me great pleasure to rise to talk 
about a function that I went to on Monday evening. I know that this is the time of the year when all of us are 
heading off to various school graduations, and this is a story of a school graduation that I attended, but it was a 
very special school graduation that I attended. As I said in an earlier contribution to debate today, I am the 
chairman of the Ashdale Secondary College board. Ashdale Secondary College is part of an independent public 
schools cluster made up of Ashdale Primary School, Landsdale Primary School, Madeley Primary School and 
Ashdale Secondary College. Together they are known as the Ashdale cluster. But the reason it was a particularly 
special graduation that we went to on Monday evening was that the foundation students were graduating for the 
very first time. Ashdale Secondary College started only in 2008 and became an independent public school. It 
specialises in science and technology. So new is the school that the first students, the ones who graduated on 
Monday, actually spent their very first semester at Madeley Primary School because we were waiting for the 
construction of the high school buildings to be completed. On Monday night, 102 year 12 students took that 
opportunity to be the very first graduates of this college. It was a wonderful evening and they were delighted to 
be graduating. 

One of the highlights of the evening was that my very good friend and our own education minister agreed to be 
the keynote speaker for the event. That made it very special for a number of people attending that event to know 
that our education minister was there. I must say that if any member has the opportunity to hear the story of the 
education minister’s graduation from high school in Kalgoorlie, I can assure them that it is thoroughly 
entertaining, especially when I know that the band that played at the year 12 ball was Kevin Bloody Wilson! 

Hon Peter Collier: It was Kevin Wilson and the Country Club! 

Hon LIZ BEHJAT: I am sorry, it was Kevin Wilson and the Country Club, later to become Kevin Bloody 
Wilson. I understand that a lot of credit for the success of our education minister in his year 12 might have gone 
to his year 9 social studies teacher: none other than our esteemed President! So there are some really great 
connections around the chamber. 

I want to pay tribute to the principal of Ashdale Secondary College, Carol Strauss, an outstanding woman who 
has made a great achievement in education in Western Australia. Carol leads a great management team at 
Ashdale with Steve Beaton, Tony Granich and Melesha Sands as her deputy principals and leading people who 
manage the affairs of the college. The 102 graduates on Monday night were being looked after by Carlee 
Ingleson, who is the year 12 coordinator. I could see the pride in Carlee as she announced each of them to come 
up and get their award. She has been with them since year 8 and now to year 12. It really shows the dedication of 
our teachers in the way that they were sending out these young men and women into society now and off to start 
their Western Australian Certificate of Education tomorrow. I wish them all the very best of luck for that. 

There were a number of award winners of course in the evening. It was very pleasing to see the Australian 
tertiary admission rank dux for the first graduating year, Aleysha Parker, and the vocational and education 
training dux, another woman, Bianca Wright. The girls really shone out on Monday evening. In fact in the top 
student course awards, all the awards for English, mathematics, science, biology, human biology and physics 
were won by girls. The boys certainly did feature when it came to the arts award in dance and drama. Edward 
Dragos is a very talented young man who I am sure will end up at the Western Australian Academy of 
Performing Arts. 

With regard to Aleysha Parker winning the dux award, three outstanding girls—Lakshmi Dabasia, Roshni Gami 
and Aleysha Parker—throughout their five years at high school were vying for that top spot. We therefore knew 
that a woman would be the dux; it was just a question of which one it would be. The inaugural head boy and 
head girl each won an award. Luke Crick, the head boy, won the college ambassador award; and Tayla Susac, 
the head girl, won the award that I presented, which was the future leaders award. 

Ashdale Secondary College is a wonderful school. Members have heard me speak about it previously. As 
members know, my son goes there. He will be leaving year 10 shortly to go into years 11 and 12, so it will be 
another couple of years before I talk about another year 12 graduation when, hopefully, my own son graduates. 

Several members interjected. 

Hon LIZ BEHJAT: I have to say that I am very pleased to say that my son won an election just last week and 
will be one of the school leaders in year 11. That was his first election there so I am really thrilled about that. In 
closing her speech, the founding principal, Carol Strauss, knowing that Ashdale is an independent cluster, used a 
line that I think is really appropriate for me to finish my contribution with this evening. She said, “Remember, all 
the best and brightest stars in the galaxy come from the Ashdale cluster.” Congratulations to them all. 
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